
Reston Raiders BOD meeting minutes 
January 4, 2021 

7:00 P.M. 
 

I.  Minutes for the previous (12/7/20) meeting approved.   
II. Club Operations update (Kevin Burch) 

A. Covid-19 updates 
a.  Three teams are off the ice, or were off the ice, for 14 days.  Two are 

currently in quarantine now.  There are players, parents, or coaches that 
were exposed to Covid over the Christmas holidays, but there was no 
interaction with other team players/members and these individuals are 
somewhere in the midst of their required quarantine.  

b. An email was received from Brad from Medstar wanting to know if we had 
any intention of having our players wear masks on the ice.  He indicated 
that Medstar is now contemplating requiring players to wear masks on the 
ice, and spectators are no longer permitted. There was a discussion 
amongst the BOD as to whether masks should be worn during games, 
with D. Fishman and P. Wildman indicated they did not feel it was 
necessary. 

c. PVAHA requires coaches to wear masks, and there will be penalties for 
coaches without masks.  This will be enforced. 

d. A 14 U silver player was quarantined over the weekend, and their 
Ashburn game was cancelled as a result.  The decision to cancel the 
game was called into question by Ashburn. 

                 B.  PVAHA updates 
a. As of the December PVAHA board meeting, the CDC quarantine period             

                                 changed from 14 days to 7 days.  PVAHA has opted to remain with the                               
14 day quarantine period. This is expected to be revisited in the January 
board meeting. 

b. USA Hockey will try to have Nationals for the 14U, 16U, and 18 U girls.   
The schedule will likely be modified and be more regional.    

III.  Hockey Development and CEP (Pat Wildman) 
A.  CEP 

For both House and Travel, all coaches except 2 are up to date with their credentials, 
and the remaining two have only a couple of modules to complete.  A couple of coaches 
are waiting for their background checks to be completed.   

B. Hockey Development 
a. Birth year teams 

P. Wildman indicated that there was an extensive discussion in the last 2 HD 
meetings as to whether or not to continue to have birth year teams. Several 
reasons motivating the need to discuss the idea of a switch from birth year teams 
to age level teams were: competition/depth of teams with regards to skill level 
including the large difference within teams between the top and bottom skill 



levels and how this affects our teams both in the CBHL and in tournaments 
where the age levels are not necessarily structured in the same way.  The 
consensus amongst the HD board was to completely get rid of birth year teams 
at every level, beginning in the spring, 2021. Following a discussion amongst the 
Raiders BOD, a motion to move to non birth year teams at all levels was 
proposed by D. Fishman.  There was a second motion by B. Ford, and the 
motion to switch to non birth year teams was passed with no opposition. 

b. Player/coach development 
The HD board also discussed the idea of a paid hockey director to develop both 
players and coaches, with the possibility of K. Burch in this position.  This 
position would be a very hands-on position, particularly at the 8U and 10U level.  
Responsibilities would possibly include the hockey director being on the ice as 
needed, overseeing the development of age appropriate practice plans.  The 
hockey director would take an active role with regards to practice development 
and teaching the coaches to teach skills, run practices, etc. that are all age 
appropriate.  Additionally, the hockey director would oversee coach recruitment, 
as needed.  The goal is to ensure that the players are getting the best instruction 
they can to develop as players.  The position would also work with the older age 
levels (12U and up) with both House and Travel.  Regarding specifics on 
compensation, as well as responsibilities; the HD board will discuss this at a later 
time.  More details are to come before the end of the season. 
 

IV.  Safety and Referee Program (Jeff Bladek) 
      There were three possible concussions to report from the last 10 days, with these players 
failing their KD, though they later saw doctors and were cleared to play and not concussed.   
   A personal observation was made of a Raiders team outside in the Skatequest parking lot in 
chairs, no masks,and  not socially distanced.  Coaches were not supervising, nor were there 
coaches around.  J. Bladek spoke to the team’s coach and advised the coach to have his 
players social distance and wear masks immediately.  The importance of maintaining masks 
and social distancing outdoors during all activities was stressed, as well as J. Bladek indicated 
he would draft an email to coaches reiterating the importance of proper Covid protocol 
adherence, including during outdoor activities.  
   The annual Raiders picnic will be postponed until next year due to the current  Covid situation.   
 
V.  House administration (Brendan Ford) 
     There was a fighting incident between 2 House players.  This will be discussed in D. 
Fishman’s disciplinary report.  No reported Covid issues, though rosters have been low on most 
teams.   
    Trophies and/or medals need to be ordered for 8U players. 
VI. CSC update (John Gary) 
      The likelihood of having enough coaches/players to field three teams per age level 
(black/silver/blue) was discussed, with the likelihood that there would be enough for all teams, 
except possibly 16U and 18U and girls.  This will be finalized pending registration, and the 
discussion of how this could potentially impact the House program was also discussed. 



 
Regarding succession planning, thoughts on approaching prospective new board members to 
recruit was discussed including B. Cahill to possibly be approached for the Girl’s Program.  
Transitioning for K. Burch was discussed including K. Burch detailing a list of duties and 
responsibilities to share with the new/incoming club president, as well as a possible mentorship 
role to facilitate the transition, and how this will impact and include the possible role of Hockey 
Director.  
 
VII.  Travel Administration, CBHL, Discipline, PVAHA (Dave Fishman) 
        As a result of the recent CBHL meeting, referees wearing masks was discussed and it was 
determined that it would not be mandated for referees because they are all independent 
contractors.  It  was communicated that at Reston Skatequest referees would be required as of 
1/1/2021 to wear masks, or they could not referee at Reston.   Penalties are down overall, but 
this is attributed to the fact that fewer games are being played due to Covid 19.  There will be no 
girls all star game this season.   
The previously mentioned penalty involving two 14U House league players was discussed.  One 
player checked another (in a no-checking league), and no call was made by the referee.  The 
player that was checked then proceeded to two hand slash the other player to the head, and the 
two  proceeded to fight each other. The referee then proceeded to call a slash on the checked 
player, rather than a check on the initial player that was the aggressor.  The referee gave both 
players game misconducts for fighting.  The referee report was sent, and a Zoom call will be set 
up with the player/parents/coaches as well as J. Sherlock and Kerrigan.  Also at issue is that the 
check was outlined in the referee report, yet was never called in the game.  This will be later 
addressed regarding the referees failing to call the check.  Both players had a two-game 
suspension.  During an 18U game there was an incident where a parent was yelling at one of 
our players.  The referee then asked that the parent leave the stands.  Another parent 
subsequently approached a player on the Raiders bench and proceeded to yell at him, at which 
point it was determined that this was the parent of the player.  The coach, parent and player 
later met to discuss the incident and the issue of the parent reprimanding their child during a 
game.  The parent apologized.   
The travel playoff game locations have been announced and will be posted soon.   
 
VIII.  Registration (Gayle Job) 
        Spring registration for returning members, including those that played last Fall, to open by 
February 1, per K. Burch. New member spring registration 2 weeks later.  These dates could 
change pending playoff dates as well as once the new non birth year teams announcement is 
put out.  Money collection should proceed as usual, unless adjustments or refunds need to be 
made pending the Covid situation.  Spring high school leagues need to be discussed soon.   
IX.  LTP and Girls Program (Mike Donovan) 
      19U was shut down due to some possible holiday Covid exposures.  An email was received 
regarding a request for an exemption due to some 19U Hartford players that were dually 
rostered.  The request was that they be allowed to play, but that they not be playoff eligible.  
The decision was made that they not be permitted to be dually rostered, though it is still awaiting 
approval by the CBHL. Per D. Fishman: he will address this at the next CBHL meeting.  8U 



medals/trophies and spring uniform orders will be addressed/delegated soon.  If there is extra 
spring ice time, it is requested to possibly field some skills/scrimmage sessions at either 
Skatequest or Loudoun Ice Center, with preference to Skatequest due to already paid ice time 
and/or previous obligations.   This will be discussed further offline with K. Burch/J. Cooper. 
X.  Treasurer Report (Jon Cooper) 
      A  sponsorship in the amount of $10,000 was received from WWT for new boards, pucks, 
and scholarships.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 9;28 P.M. 
       
       

 
 
 

     
 

 
 
 


